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L Shimon ben Shetach
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On the twenty eighth of Teves the Assembly was rightfully constituted. When the Sanhedrin,
constituted by Sadducees, was in session together with Yanai (Alexander Janneus) and Salome at
his side, there were none of the main body of Israel with them with the exception of Shimon ben
Shetach. They (the king, queen, and Shimon) asked of the "Sanhedrin" various questions dealing
with different areas of Halacha, but they were not able to cite any sources from the Torah to
support their positions. Shimon ben Shetach said to them: "Anyone who is able to support his
view with a proper citation from the Torah is fit to sit on the Sanhedrin. However, anyone that
cannot is not fit." Once, a case came before them that they clearly were unable to resolve by
bringing a decisive proof from the Torah. One of their elders, however, tried but was challenged
by Shimon ben Shetach. The elder said: Give me time to think it through, and by tomorrow I'll
answer you. But even after much thought he was still unable to respond to Shimon ben Shetach.
Too embarrassed, he did not show up the next day. Shimon replaced him with one of his own
disciples. He explained to them that a Sanhedrin must be composed of 71 members and this
scholar (his disciple) was the only suitable replacement. One by one he was able to eventually
replace the whole Sanhedrin. The day that the process was completed was declared a holiday.
Megilas Tanis Chapter 10
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Shimon ben Shetach instituted that children should go to day school (yeshiva ketana).
Yerushalmi Kesubos Chap. 8
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Rav Yehuda said that Rav said the following: May Yehoshua ben Gamla be praised because
without him the Torah would be forgotten from Israel . . . He instituted that teachers would be set
up in every state and city and that the students would be required to go from the ages of six or
seven. Bava Basra 21a

C. So she had indeed the name of the Regent, but the Pharisees had the authority; for it was
they who restored such as had been banished, and set such as were prisoners at liberty, and, to
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say all at once, they differed in nothing from lords. However, the queen also took care of the
affairs of the kingdom, and got together a great body of mercenary soldiers, and increased her
own army to such a degree, that she became terrible to the neighboring tyrants, and took
hostages of them; And the country was entirely at peace. Antiq. Book XIII 16:2
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In the days of Shimon ben Shetach, the rain fell only on Wednesday nights and Shabbos nights
(times that people normally stay indoors). The wheat grains grew as large as kidneys, barley
grains as large as olive pits and lentils as large as gold coins. They wrapped them up to preserve
them as a sign for all generations to show how sin can affect [potential] blessing. Taanis 23a

I Shemaya and Avtalyon
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Shemaya and Avtalyon received the oral tradition from [Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon ben
Shetach]. Aves 1:10
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Shemaya said: Love work and despise lordliness and don't make yourself overly familiar with
the government. Avos 1:10
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Avtalyon used to say: You Sages be careful with your words, lest you be condemned to exile,
and you be exiled to a place of evil waters, and the disciples who follow you drink and die, with
the result that the name of Heaven becomes profaned. Avos 1:11
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What is the definition of evil waters? This means that they will [be forced to] mix amongst the
nations and learn from their actions. (See Psalms 106:35) Another explanation: Evil waters is
referring to heresy. Others say it is referring to harsh labor. Aves D'Rabbi Nassan Chapter 11
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Our Rabbis taught: It happened with a high priest that as he came forth from the Sanctuary, all
the people followed him, but when they saw Shemayah and Avtalyon, they forsook him and
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went after Shemayah and Avtalion. Eventually Shemayah and Avtalyon visited him, to take their
leave of the high priest. He said to them: May the descendants of the heathen come in peace! —
They answered him: May the descendants of the heathen, who do the work of Aaron, arrive in
peace, but the descendant of Aaron, who does not do the work of Aaron, he shall not come in
peace! Yoma 71b

II. Hillel
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They said regarding Hillel the Elder that every day he would work and earn a "Tarpik" (a half
dinar). He would give half to the watchman of the Study Hall and half to support himself and his
family. One day, he couldn't find any work and without the necessary fee the watchman wouldn't
let him in. Hillel climbed up and sat by the sky light of the Study Hall so as to hear the words of
Living G-d from the mouths of Shemayah and Avtalyon. There is a tradition that that day was an
Erev Shabbos in the middle of winter and (a tremendous amount of) snow fell all over him. At
the beginning of dawn Shemayah said to Avtalyon: Avtalyon my brother, every day the room is
bright and today it's dark. Perhaps it's cloudy today. They looked closely and saw a human form
on the skylight. They went up and found three cubits of snow on top of Hillel. They extracted
him, washed him, anointed him, and they placed him opposite a bon fire. They made the
comment that for such a person (like Hillel) it was truly worthwhile to violate Shabbos. Yoma
35b
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Regarding three things did Hillel come up from Babylon (to seek confirmation from Shmaya and
Avtalion)... Hillel expounded (on these three subjects by himself) and was actually correct but
went up to Eretz Yisroel and received the confirmation from Shmaya and Avtalion. Yerushalmi
Pesachim 6:1
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And those two yeshivos (Sura and Pumbedeitha) didn’t witness captivity, nor forced
assimilation, nor plundering. Neither Greece nor Rome ruled over them. The Holy One, blessed
be He, had taken [the Torah scholars] out [of Judea] some twelve years before the destruction of
Jerusalem, with all of their Torah knowledge and teachings. This is evident from the verse
(Kings 11 24:14), “And he carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all the mighty men
of valor, ten thousand captives, and all the chorosh umasgor (craftsmen and smiths i.e. a
euphemism for Torah scholars); none remained, save the poorest sort of the people of the land.
Now what is the ‘might’ of men that are forced into exile?. Rather this refers to those whose
might is in [their superior] Torah knowledge, of whom it is written (Numbers 21:14), “Therefore
it is said in the Book of the Wars of the L-rd . . .” Amongst them were the chorosh umasgor.
They were called chorosh (which is similar to the word for a deaf mute) for when one of them
would speak, everyone else would be silenced like a deaf mute. They were called masgor (which
is similar to the word for closing) because when one of them would conclude their presentation
regarding the laws of purity and impurity or that which is forbidden or permitted, no one would
be able to reopen the discussion to argue about its purity or whether it was permitted. . . . The
Holy One, blessed be He, did a righteous [i.e., charitable] thing unto Israel in that the exile of
Jechoniah preceded exile of Zedekiah in order that Oral Torah not be forgotten. They sat and
learned their Torah in Bavel (Babylon) from that time until the present. Neither Rome nor
Greece ruled over them nor did they made decrees of forced assimilation. Midrash Tanchuma
Parshas Noach
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When the Torah was forgotten from Israel, Ezra went up from Babylon and reestablished it.
When it was forgotten again, Hillel the Babylonian went up from Babylon and restored it.
Sukah 20a
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The Rabbis taught us that this halacha (that a korbon Pesach is brought on Shabbos) was
forgotten by the "Bnai Besaira" (the family that was acting in the capacity of President of the
Sanhedrin after the death of Shemayah and Avtalyon). One time, erev (the eve) of Pesach fell out
on Shabbos. The Bnai Besaira forgot and did not know whether the korbon Pesach has
precedence over Shabbos or not. They asked: "Does anyone know if Pesach has precedence over
Shabbos or not?" They were told: There is one man who came up from Babylon and Hillel the
Babylonian is his name; who studied under Shemaya and Avtalyon and knows if the korbon
Pesach takes precedence. He said to them: Do we have just one Pesach a year? We have over
two hundred "pesachs" a year that push aside Shabbos. They asked him: "How do you know
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this?" He replied: "The word "moado" is stated both by the korbon tomid and the korbon Pesach.
Just like the korbon tomid is brought on Shabbos so too the korbon Pesach is brought on
Shabbos..." They immediately sat him up front and appointed him as "Nasi" (President of the
Sanhedrin). Pesachim 66a
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Four died at the age of one hundred and twenty: Moshe, Hillel the Elder, Rabban Yochanon ben
Zacai, and Rabbe Akiva. Moshe was in Egypt for forty years, was in Midian for forty years and
led the Jewish People for forty years. Hillel the Elder went up from Babylon at the age of forty,
studied under the Sages for forty years and led the Jewish people for forty years. Sifri Zos
HaBracha 36

F.
AV DAY LTIW IRM D227 230D TNIRYWI 137 1Ivew DRoOna 1ivaw o

Hillel, Shimon, Gamliel, and Shimon had the position of "Nasi" (President of the Sanhedrin) for
a total period of one hundred years while the Bais Hamikdash was still standing. Shabbos 15a
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Hillel and Shamai received the Torah from Shmaya and Avtalion. Hillel said: Be from the
students of Aaron; love peace, pursue peace, love humanity and bring them closer to Torah.
Avos 1:12
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Our Rabbis taught: A man should always be gentle like Hillel, and not impatient like Shammai.
It once happened that two men made a wager with each other, saying, "The one who successfully
makes Hillel angry will receive four hundred zuz. One of them said, "I'll go and infuriate him."
That day was Sabbath eve, and Hillel was washing his head. He went, passed by the door of his
house, and called out, "Is Hillel here, is Hillel here?" Thereupon, [Hillel] robed and went out to
him, saying, "My son, what do you need?" "I have a question to ask," said he. "Ask, my son," he
prompted. Thereupon, he asked, "Why are the heads of the Babylonians round?" "My son, you
have asked a great question," he replied, "because they have no skillful midwives." He departed,
tarried a while, returned, and called out, "Is Hillel here; is Hillel here?" He robed and went out to
him, saying, "My son, what do you require?" "I have a question to ask," said he. "Ask, my son,"
he prompted. Thereupon he asked: "Why are the eyes of the Palmyreans bleared?" "My son, you
have asked a great question, he replied, "because they live in sandy places." He departed, tarried
a while, returned, and called out, "Is Hillel here; is Hillel here?" He robed and went out to him,
saying, "My son, what do you require?" "I have a question to ask," said he. "Ask, my son," he
prompted. He asked, "Why are the feet of the Africans wide?" "My son, you have asked a great
question," said he; "because they live in watery marshes." "I have many questions to ask," said
he, "but fear that you may become angry." Thereupon, he robed, sat before him and said, "Ask
all the questions you have to ask," "Are you the Hillel who is called the Nasi (prince) of Israel?"
"Yes," he replied. "If that is you," he retorted, may there not be many like you in Israel." "Why,
my son?" he asked. "Because I have lost four hundred zuz through you," he complained. "Be
careful of your moods," he answered. "Hillel is worth it that you should lose four hundred zuz
and yet another four hundred zuz through him, yet Hillel shall not lose his temper."

Our Rabbis taught: A certain heathen once came before Shammai and asked him, "How many
Toroth have you?" "Two," he replied: "the Written Torah and the Oral Torah." "I believe you
with respect to the Written, but not with respect to the Oral Torah; make me a proselyte on
condition that you teach me the Written Torah [only]." [But] he scolded and repulsed him in
anger. When he went before Hillel, he accepted him as a proselyte. On the first day, he taught
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him, "Alef, beth, gimmel, daleth;" the following day he reversed [the order] to him. "But that
isn't the way you taught them to me yesterday," he protested. "Must you then not rely upon me?
Then rely upon me with respect to the Oral [Torah] too." On another occasion it happened that a
certain heathen came before Shammai and said to him, "Make me a proselyte, on condition that
you teach me the whole Torah while I stand on one foot." Thereupon he repulsed him with the
builder's cubit which was in his hand. When he went before Hillel, he said to him, "What is
hateful to you, do not to your neighbour: that is the whole Torah, while the rest is the
commentary thereof; go and learn it." On another occasion it happened that a certain heathen was
passing behind a Beth Hamidrash, when he heard the voice of a teacher reciting, "And these are
the garments which they shall make; a breastplate, and an ephod." Said he, "For whom are
these?" "For the High Priest," he was told. Then said that heathen to himself, "I will go and
become a proselyte, that I may be appointed a High Priest." So he went before Shammai and said
to him, "Make me a proselyte on condition that you appoint me a High Priest." But he repulsed
him with the builder's cubit which was in his hand. He then went before Hillel, who made him a
proselyte. Said he to him, "Can any man be made a king but he who knows the arts of
government? Do you go and study the arts of government!" He went and read. When he came to,
"And the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death," he asked him, "To whom does this
verse apply?" "Even to David, King of Israel," was the answer. Thereupon that proselyte
reasoned within himself a fortiori: if Israel, who are called sons of the Omnipresent, and who in
His love for them He designated them, "Israel is my son, my firstborn," yet it is written of them,
"And the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death", how much more so a mere proselyte,
who comes with his staff and wallet! Then he went before Shammai and said to him. "Am [ then
eligible to be a High Priest; is it not written in the Torah, ‘and the stranger that cometh nigh shall
be put to death?’" He went before Hillel and said to him, "O gentle Hillel; blessings rest on thy
head for bringing me under the wings of the Shechinah!" Some time later the three met in one
place; said they, "Shammai's impatience sought to drive us from the world, but Hillel's
gentleness brought us under the wings of the Shechinah." Shabbos 30b-31a
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Once, the Sages were sitting in the upper floor of "Bais Guria" in Jericho and a voice from
Heaven issued forth and said: "There is one here who is worthy of the Shechina resting upon him
just as it rested upon Moshe Rabainu. His generation, however, does not merit this.” The Sages
turned their eyes towards Hillel the Elder. When he died, they said of him: "That pious one, that
humble one, the (spiritual) disciple of Ezra. Sanhedrin 11a

V. Hillel’s Legacy
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Hillel the Elder had eighty (prime) disciples. Thirty of them were worthy of the Shechina
(Divine Presence) resting on them as it had rested on Moshe Rabainu. Thirty of them were
worthy of the miracle of the Sun standing still as it had occurred through Yehoshuah bin Nun.
Twenty were "average". The greatest of them was Yonason ben Uziel. The smallest of them was
Rabban Yochanon ben Zacai. It has been said regarding Rabban Yochanon ben Zakai that he had
expertise in Scripture, Mishna, Gemorah, Halachos, Aggados, the inferences made from the
careful reading of Scriptural texts, the enactments of the Rabbis, the principles of hermeneutics,
calculations for the seasons and fixing the calendar, gematrias, the speech of the angels, the
speech of the demons, the speech of the palm trees, parables of the launderers and the foxes, the
great topic [the function of the Divine Chariot] and the relatively minor topic [the Talmudic
discussions of Abayee and Rovo]. This was a fulfillment of the verse "To give substance as an
inheritance to my beloved and their treasure houses will I fill (Mishle 8)." Since the smallest
disciple of Hillel reached such a level, (we can assume that) that level was most certainly
reached by his greatest disciple. It has been said regarding Yonason ben Uziel that at the time he
would be sitting and involving himself with the study of Torah, any bird that would fly by would
be immediately burned. Sukah 28a
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Rabban Yochanon ben Zakai was involved in business for forty years, studied under the Sages
for forty years and led the Jewish people for forty years. Rabbi Akiva was a shepherd for forty
years, studied under the Sages for forty years and led the Jewish people for forty years. Sifri
Zos Habracha 36
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It was said regarding Rabban Yochanon ben Zakai that throughout his entire life he never spoke
mundane speech, he never walked four cubits without studying Torah or without being adorned
with tephillin (phylacteries). No one came earlier than he to the Bais HaMedrash (Study Hall),
nor did he sleep there neither a deep slumber nor a light sleep. He did not think about Torah
while walking in foul alleyways. He did not leave anyone else in the Bais HaMedrash when he
left. No one would ever find him sitting silently. Rather, he would be sitting and studying. He
was the only one who opened the doors for his students. He never said anything that he had not
heard from his teachers. He also never told his students: "It is time to leave and cease studying in
the Bais Medrash", except on the eve of Passover and the eve of Yom Kippur. Sukah 28a
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It was said regarding Rabban Yochanon ben Zakai that no one ever preceded him in giving the
greeting of "Shalom", even a pagan [whom he would meet] in the marketplace. Berachos 17a
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It was also said regarding him (Rabban Yochanon ben Zakai) that he said the following
statement, "If all the heavens were sheets and all the trees were pens and all the seas were ink, it
wouldn't be sufficient to write all the wisdom that I learned from my teacher. And I only
extracted wisdom from the Sages to the extent that a fly that immerses itself in the
Mediterranean is able to extract water. Only an infinitesimal portion of the sea is extracted."
Maseches Sofrim 16:8
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Rabbi Abba said that Shmuel said that for three years Bais Shamai disagreed with Bais Hillel.
These (Bais Shamai) said that the halacha should be decided according to our opinion (because
Bais Shamai were greater logicians) and those (Bais Hillel) said that the halacha should be
decided according to our opinion (because Bais Hillel was in the majority). An echo from
Heaven issued forth and said, "These and those are the words of the Living G-d, but the halacha
has been decided according to the opinion of Bais Hillel." Since these and those are the words of
the living G-d what did Bais Hillel do to deserve to be considered the only authoritative opinion?
Because they were pleasant and humble. In addition not only did they repeat the words of Bais
Shamai (who disagreed with them) but they also stated the position of Bais Shamai before they
stated their own position. . . . We can derive from this story the following principles: One who
humbles himself, will be elevated by Hashem. One who attempts to elevate himself, however,
will eventually be humbled by Hashem. One who attempts to achieve domination, will find it to
be an elusive goal. On the other hand, one who runs away from being in a position of power will
find that position chasing him. One who pushes to achieve when the time is not auspicious will
be in turn pushed away. One who lets time take its course, will find that eventually his time will
come. Eruvin 13b

V. Survival Amongst Strife and Destruction
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It was taught, R. Akiba said: When [ was an am ha-aretz (ignorant of the Torah) I said: I would
that I had a Torah scholar [before me], and I would maul him like an donkey. Said his disciples
to him, Rabbi, why didn’t you say, ‘like a dog’? He answered them, ‘the former bites and breaks
the bones, while the latter bites but does not break the bones. . . . It was taught, R. Eliezer said:
But that we are necessary to them for trade, they would kill us. . .. Greater is the hatred
wherewith the ‘ammei ha-aretz’ hate the scholar than the hatred wherewith the heathens hate
Israel, and their wives [hate even] more than they. It was taught: He who has studied and then
abandoned [the Torah] [hates the scholar] more than all of them. Pesachim 49b

B. But of the fourth sect of Jewish philosophy, Judas the Galilean was the author. These
men agree in all other things with the Pharisaic notions; but they have an inviolable attachment
to liberty, and say that G-d is to be their only Ruler and L-rd. They also do not value dying any
kinds of death, nor indeed do they heed the deaths of their relations and friends, nor can any such
fear make them call any man lord. And since this immovable resolution of theirs is well known
to a great many, I shall speak no further about that matter; nor am I afraid that any thing I have
said of them should be disbelieved, but rather fear, that what I have said is beneath the resolution
they show when they undergo pain. Anitiquites Book XVIII

C. When the country was purged of these, there sprang up another sort of robbers in
Jerusalem, which were called Sicarii, who slew men in the day time, and in the midst of the city;
this they did chiefly at the festivals, when they mingled themselves among the multitude, and
concealed daggers under their garments, with which they stabbed those that were their enemies;
and when any fell down dead, the murderers became a part of those that had indignation against
them; by which means they appeared persons of such reputation, that they could by no means be
discovered. The first man who was slain by them was Jonathan the high priest, after whose death
many were slain every day, while the fear men were in of being so served was more afflicting
than the calamity itself; and while every body expected death every hour, as men do in war, so
men were obliged to look before them, and to take notice of their enemies at a great distance;
nor, if their friends were coming to them, durst they trust them any longer; but, in the midst of
their suspicions and guarding of themselves, they were slain. Such was the celerity of the plotters
against them, and so cunning was their contrivance. Josephus, War of the Jews Book II
Chapter 13

D. There was also another body of wicked men gotten together, not so impure in their
actions, but more wicked in their intentions, which laid waste the happy state of the city no less
than did these murderers. These were such men as deceived and deluded the people under
pretense of Divine inspiration, but were for procuring innovations and changes of the
government; and these prevailed with the multitude to act like madmen, and went before them
into the wilderness, as pretending that G-d would there show them the signals of liberty. But
Felix thought this procedure was to be the beginning of a revolt; so he sent some horsemen and
footmen both armed, who destroyed a great number of them. Ibid.
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Why was the second Sanctuary destroyed, seeing that in its time they were occupying themselves
with Torah study, [observance of] precepts, and the practice of charity? Because therein
prevailed hatred without [a justifiable] cause. That teaches you that groundless hatred is
considered as of even gravity with the three sins of idolatry, immorality, and bloodshed together.
Yoma 9b
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It was said regarding Rabban Yochanon ben Zakai that no one ever preceded him in giving the
greeting of "Shalom", even a pagan [whom he would meet] in the marketplace. Berachos 17a

G.
P95%1 3772 IR 7P KD LTI RADW T2V1Y 21573 $7327 77 19K 211792 9737 92 10

MW MANR ITITD ITI%R P XN RYNOM KD 7127 902 1K IAMTI RPN
APw 737 2RI 12 737 1377 7ONOX 92 ©°5WIT°T 219792 WO RIPO KAX ... .KIDD Y VW
XM 7R ?XIDD2 RMPYD 17 INODLRY 237 INPTAY DK TV VR LRNR ORIAD RYPRI RN D
LRNTID 779X 17T IWOR L,PIDORT T2 RNIPN D 011 H7R 9D 1D0R M 0 RIMR ORT,TAVR
137 797°27 ,723 23387 R0 TR "NPRI T2 12 wR Xy 0915 onohy 0108pa qwbl vl PR
YW IIPRT DR 2°HpT 72 1waTR X7 ,RPIAR WK 2 PI0h X971 77nbn 72 9y qwes
JOM 3 AR T YW 0277 IR TA WYOHR 037 72 03153 ,°37 AV LXNAN P9p XN
JIND 9517 727 1IN I AR ,7PEATAY WA 1IPT 137 IR 377 AR LR THY I RNk
RPNO*ID *NXR 97X . . . KI9m oY XnDW X951 1oy XMW MR ,0naY XvM °5 P51 ,X32 770
AR L. LRWII TAONIRD MINT 2OWN AT 2RI L0 0 NONT 0P 00 MR PN DY
132° 5% 10 3D AR L7 JNRT TN ORPM YA KOR LRITTWA RPIIR WIRI RIDIR D10 b
¥29 RPNRT O 27 POV MR 217 292 790 17017 RNIIOKI ,ORO913 1297 RNDWIW om0
RITT .RIDT KT WMPRAWD 777 mb 793R D507 NYTI IR 050 20w (T FPYR?) :RIPY

113 P02 .77 KD 9131 XNTID 9%, 7Y KD OXT 0910 X7 ,920

The biryoni (ruffians who were zealots) were then in the city. The Rabbis said to them: Let us go
out and make peace with them [the Romans]. They would not let them, but on the contrary said,
Let us go out and fight them. The Rabbis said: You will not succeed. They then rose up and
burnt the stores of wheat and barley so that a famine ensued. . . . Abba Sikra (Father of the
Sicarii) the head of the biryoni in Jerusalem was the son of the sister of Rabban Yohanan b.
Zakkai. [The latter] sent to him saying, Come to visit me privately. When he came he said to
him, How long are you going to carry on in this way and kill all the people with starvation? He
replied: What can I do? If I say a word to them, they will kill me. He said: Devise some plan for
me to escape. Perhaps I shall be able to save a little. He said to him: Pretend to be ill, and let
everyone come to inquire about you. Bring something evil smelling and put it by you so that they
will say you are dead. Let then your disciples get under your bed, but no others, so that they shall
not notice that you are still light, since they know that a living being is lighter than a corpse. He
did so, and R. Eliezer went under the bier from one side and R. Joshua from the other. When
they reached the door, some men wanted to put a lance through the bier. He said to them: Shall
[the Romans] say. They have pierced their Master? They wanted to give it a push. He said to
them: Shall they say that they pushed their Master? They opened a town gate for him and he got
out. When he reached the Romans he said, ‘Peace to you, O king, peace to you, O king.” . . .

At this point a messenger came to him from Rome saying, Up, for the Emperor is dead, and the
notables of Rome have decided to make you head [of the State]. . . . He said; I am now going,
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and will send someone to take my place. You can, however, make a request of me and I will
grant it. He said to him: Give me Yavneh and its Torah scholars, and the family chain of Rabban
Gamaliel, and physicians to heal R. Zadok. R. Joseph, or some say R. Akiba, applied to him the
verse (Isaiah 44:25), ‘[G-d] turneth wise men backward and maketh their knowledge foolish’. He
ought to have said to him; Let them [the Jews] off this time. He, however, thought that so much
he would not grant, and so even a little would not be saved. Gittin 56a-b



