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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1.  List three causes of antisemitism.

2. Describe the role that antisemitism played in the creation of
the Zionist movement.

3. What is nationalism and its place within Zionism?

4.  How does the traditional view of Jewish nationality differ
from the secular Zionist view?

5.  Describe the role of Jewish intellectuals in the creation of Zionism.
This and much more will be addressed in the first lecture of this series:

“The Many Streams Within Zionism - Part One:
Antisemitism, Nationalism, and Intelligentsia.”

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in mind as
you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to these
questions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer
them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a powerful
tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish History.
Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your comprehension. Use it, as well,
as a handy reference guide and for quick review.

This lecture is dedicated to the memory of
17Y 0772 72 R2PY 1R 7T
Dr. Edward “Eddie” Gordon of blessed memory

and to the honor of
1999 7w 12 197 R2PY IR
Eitan Akivah Kurtz
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THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
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L Antisemitism

A. A People Apart
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All mine enemies have heard of my trouble; they are glad for thou hast done it. Eichah 1:21
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This is analogous to a king that married a noble woman. He told her, "Don't speak with your
friends and don't borrow anything from them and don't lend them anything." A while later the
king became angry at her and threw her out of the palace. She went around to all her neighbors
but they didn't take her in and she went back to the palace. The king told her, "It is because of
your brazenness!" The noble woman replied to the king, "My master, if I would have been able
to lend to them and borrow from them a vessel so that my object would be by them or theirs by
me wouldn't they have taken me in?" So too does the Holy One blessed be He tell Israel, "You
have been brazen!" They reply, "Master of the Universe, is it not written in your Torah 'Do not
marry them (the non-Jews); do not give your daughter in marriage to his son nor take his
daughter for your son'? If we would be able to lend them (our food utensils) and would be able to
intermarry so that his daughter would be by me and my daughter by him, wouldn't they have
accepted us?" This is the meaning of the verse: "for thou hast done it." Midrash Eichah 1:21

B. Jealousy
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Blessed be He who chose the seed of Avraham and imparted to them of His wisdom, and
wherever they go they become princes to their masters. Sanhedrin 104b
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[Despite being exiled] our material situation is approximately equal to the native populace in
regards to our food and other needs and, in times of war and conflict, perhaps even better. See
how those of their middle class and peasantry work much harder than the members of our middle
class and the poor amongst us. This is a fulfillment of that which was promised to us by our
blessed Creator (Leviticus 26:44), “And yet for all that, when they are in the land of their
enemies, [ will not cast them away, nor will I loathe them, to destroy them utterly, and to break
my covenant with them; for I am the L-rd their G-d.” And Ezra said (Ezra 9:9), “For we were
slaves but in our servitude our G-d has not abandoned us . . .” Rabbainu Bachya ibn Pakuda
(early eleventh century), Chovos Hal.evavos, Shaar HaBechina, Chapter 5
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"And Jacob said to his sons, "Why should you show yourselves' (Genesis 44:3)" Jacob conveyed
thereby to his sons, "When you are fully sated do not show yourselves either before Esav or
before Yishmael that they should not envy you." Taanis 10b

C. Divine Curse
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And it shall come to pass, if you will not hearken unto the voice of the L-rd thy G-d, to observe
to do all His commandments and His statutes which I have commanded thee this day, that all
these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee... And among the nations shalt thou find no
ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot have rest; but the L-rd shall give thee there a trembling
heart and failing of eyes and sorrow of mind. And thy life shall hang in doubt before thee, and
thou shalt fear night and day and shalt have none assurance of thy life. Deuteronomy 28:15, 65,
66
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Rabbi Yochanon said, "I remember the time when it was said in the house of study (Bais
Medrash), 'He that agrees with them (the heathens) falls into their hands; as to him that trusts in
them, whatever is his becomes theirs."" Bava Basra 91b
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"He hath scattered the people that delight in approaches" (Psalms 68:31) What caused Israel to
be scattered among the nations? The approaches to the nations which they desired. Pesachim
118b

D. The Key to Jewish Survival
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The true cause [of antisemitism] is actually spiritual, for every [seemingly] natural cause is in
fact the result of a spiritual cause, i.e. the hidden hand of Providence which separates Israel from
the nations. This is the real cause of the hatred, i.c. to insure that Isracl remains a distinct nation
apart thereby preventing assimilation with the Gentiles. The Holy One, blessed be He, foresaw
the future that the unscrupulous of His people will attempt to fulfill the vision of uniting amongst
the nations and becoming assimilated, creating a free society [without being bound by Jewish
law or tradition]. . . . HaRav HaGaon R. Yitzchak Yaakov Reines, Sefer HaArachim p. 211
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And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon you, the blessing and the curse,
which I have set before you, and you shall call them to mind among all the nations, whither the
L-rd your G-d has driven you. And you shall return unto the L-rd your G-d and shall obey His
voice according to all that I command you this day, you and your children, with all your heart
and with all your soul. The L-rd your G-d shall return you from your captivity and have
compassion upon you; He shall return and gather you from among all the nations to which the
L-rd your G-d has scattered you. . . . And the L-rd your G-d shall bring you into the land that
your fathers occupied. You will occupy it again and He will make you even more prosperous
and numerous than your fathers... And the L-rd your G-d will put these curses upon your
enemies and on them that hate you, who persecuted you. Deuteronomy 30:1-5, 7

1L Nationalism
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There is a difference between the terms, Goy (people) and Am (nation). The term Goy (people)
refers to a collective entity which is defined through four criteria: 1) the land upon which the
collective dwells, 2) a common language, 3) common descent, 4) their agreement to be part of
this common collective and abide by the laws and customs that bind them together. This is
alluded to in the verse (Genesis 10:5), “By these were the islands of the nations divided in their
lands (that is 1); every one after his tongue (that is 2), after their families (that is 3), in their

peoplehood (that is 4). @mixa annewnb Y5 voX N N2 297 PN 17993 PN This same
concept was repeated again in verse 31. The term Am (nation), however, refers to the common

government which forms them into a single people and guides them as the mind guides the body.
Malbim, Isaiah 1:4, Biur HaMilos
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And the L-rd said to her (Rivka), Two peoples are in your womb, and two nations shall be
separated from your bowels; and the one nation shall be stronger than the other nation; and the
elder shall serve the younger. Genesis 25:23
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And he said to his nation, Behold, the nation (8Y) of the children of Israel are more and mightier
than we. Exodus 1:9
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Now therefore, if you will obey My voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then you shall be My
own treasure among all nations D’?p;?fl"???p n‘no, for all the earth is Mine; And you shall be to

Me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation. These are the words which you shall speak to the
people of Israel. Exodus 19:5-6
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For you are a holy nation to the L-rd your G-d, and the L-rd has chosen you to be a special
nation to Himself, above all the nations that are upon the earth. Deuteronomy 14:2
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[Blessed are You Hashem, our G-d, King of the universe,] who has chosen us from all of the
nations and has given us His Torah. Blessed are You Hashem the Giver of the Torah. Berachos
11b
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. Our nation is not a nation except by its Torah . . . Rav Saadya Gaon, Emunah V’Deos

Unlike other nations, where the law is created for the nation, in Israel the nation was created for
the Law. Rav Shamson Raphael Hirsch, Horeb
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In conclusion of this work, I would like to briefly present before you, an intelligent reader, the
specific goal of our approach. Much benefit which will arise from our Society for the Cultivation
of the Land: 1) A source of majesty and splendor for a virtuous people is their love for their
ancestral land and their devotion to its cause. This is called nationalism. Are we inferior to the
other nations whose blood and wealth they willingly sacrifice out of love for their land and
nation? Pay attention to what the peoples of Italy, Poland and Hungary have done. They risked
their lives and sacrificed their silver and gold for the sake of their respective ancestral native
lands. We, the children of Israel, however, whose inheritance is the land of glory, the world’s
source of delight, a land which all of the world’s populace recognizes to be the Holy Land, the
source of our pride, [and yet] we put our hands on our mouths and are like people without any
spirit within them. Behold, [for this] we are held in contempt in the eyes of humanity! If all of
those nations only did this (i.e. endured these sacrifices) to uphold their honor, we, who have at
stake not only the honor of our forefathers but also the honor of Hashem, may He be blessed,
Who chose Tzion to be His dwelling place, should surely make it our cause. We will not rise up
with might and power, however, but only with the golden scepter which is held by the nobility of
Israel. [This will be] the horn of salvation for the land of our inheritance which will flourish, the
desert turning into Eden [and] with its ruins rebuilt under the name (auspices) of Israel. Selah
(for ever)! Sefer Derishas Tzion, HaRav Tzvi Hirsch Kalischer
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We are presently scattered across the globe and our nation has now turned into seventy nations
and our language into seventy languages, whatever is spoken in the land to which we were
scattered. Consequently, it is essential that we insure that only one language be spoken in our
holy land. It is only fitting that we recognize the special quality and superiority of our holy
tongue [over the other languages]. . . . HaRav Yehudah Alkalai, Sefer Mioded Anavim, 1864
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“The Haskalah (Enlightenment) which we desire is a Haskalah which has ingested and absorbed
into [its essence] the flesh and blood of the actual religion without any separation between the
[two] entities. . . . All that the heart ponders and reflects, if it is correctly directed and true, is
surrounded by sanctity. The nationalism which I desire is the same nationalism as that of Rabbi
Yehudah Halevi and Rabbi Moshe ben Nachman. . . . This is nationalism which has been
absorbed by the religion and the religion having been absorbed by it; a nationalism whose soul is
the Torah and the Mitzvos its lifeblood.” Rabbi Yechiel Michel Pines

H. Israel is not a natural nation in origin, for its peoplehood [amamuto] from the beginning
was not born naturally, that is to say, as a result of a common race and territory, but rather out of
the Torah and the covenant of faith. . . . The Jewish people is different from all the nations and
cannot be defined in terms of ‘natural nationalism’ [leumiyut tivif], which you [secular
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nationalists] wish to attribute to it against its will. . . . “Nationalism’ is a concept, that is to say, a
thought-image [tziyur shel mahshava). Every thought-image that has no basis in reality is nothing
but a false image. What basis is there in reality for the thought-image of Jewish nationality other
than the subsuming of the people by its Torah and faith? R. Yechiel Michel Pines, Emes
M’Eretz Titzmach, 1902

I Nationalism, in its conventional sense amongst all the nations, has its true source in the
crude egoism to be found in all animals, by which each is concerned only for its own survival
and for its struggles for its existence . . . except that in place of the private “I”’ of animals there is
the collective “I”. But the foundation and source is the same.” Rav Moshe Avigdor Amiel,
Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv, in an address to the Mizrahi convention in Cracow in 1933

J. The nationalism of secular Zionism draws its sustenance from hatred, the hatred of the
gentiles for Israel. Our nationalism draws from love—the love of Israel for G-d and for all who
are created in the image of G-d. Rav Moshe Avigdor Amiel, Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv

K. I mean the fundamental principle that Rabbi Saadya Gaon encapsulated in the concise
saying: “Our nation is not a nation except by its Torah,” which means . . . that Israel is not a
people like other peoples. . . . Then Zionism came . . . and refuted—if not explicitly then at least
implicitly—this most fundamental of principles. According to its conception we are a nation like
all the nations and indeed that is the end goal that has to be accomplished; to be but one of the
many nations of the world. Rav Moshe Avigdor Amiel, Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv

1. Eretz Yisrael: The Physical and Spiritual Homeland of Jewry
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Blessed are You Hashem . . . for the desirable, good, and spacious Land that You found
pleasing and gave to our forefathers as an inheritance, to eat of its fruit and to be satisfied with
its goodness. Have mercy, Hashem, our G-d, on Israel, Your people; on Jerusalem, Your city;
and on Zion, the resting place of Your glory; upon Your altar, and upon Your Temple. Rebuild
Jerusalem, the city of holiness, speedily in our days. Bring us up into it and gladden us in its
rebuilding and let us eat from its fruit and be satisfied with its goodness and bless You upon it in
holiness and purity. Blessing after drinking wine or eating from the five grains or seven
species.
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In the day that I raised My hand to them, to bring them out from the land of Egypt to a land that I
had spied out for them, flowing with milk and honey, which is the most desirous of all lands;
Ezekiel 20:6
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He chose the Land of Israel because of two considerations: 1) It is a land that is overflowing with
milk and honey, i.e. a land in which all of their material needs will be met, thereby enabling
them to devote themselves to the study of Torah and Divine service. 2) It is the most desirous of
all lands, i.e. in terms of its enhanced spiritual qualities. It is there that the Divine Presence,
Divine Providence, and prophecy is manifest. Malbim, ibid.
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Rabbi Yitzchak said: He (Hashem) didn’t need to begin the Torah [from the account of Genesis]
but rather from, “This month shall be unto you [the beginning of the cycle of months],” which is
the first commandment which the people of Israel were [directly] commanded [to observe]. And
what is the reason that He began [the Torah] with the account of Genesis? Because [of the
verse,] “The power of His works He has declared to His people in order to give them the heritage
of the nations.” (Psalms 111:6) For should the nations of the world question the validity of
Israel’s title to the Holy Land by saying, “You are robbers in that you have overrun the territories
of the seven peoples [that previously occupied the land],” Israel can retort, “The whole world is
the L-rd’s. He created it and gave it to whomsoever He saw fit. It was His will to give it to them
(the Canaanite peoples) and it was His will to take it away from them and give it to us.” Rashi,
Genesis 1:1
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And when Abram was ninety nine years old, the L-rd appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am
the Al-mighty G-d (E-1 Sha-dai); walk before me, and be perfect. And I will Make my
covenant between Me and you, and will multiply you exceedingly.” And Abram fell on his face;
and G-d talked with him, saying, “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be
a father of many nations. Neither shall your name any more be called Abram, but your name
shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made you. And I will make you
exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come out of you. And I will
establish my covenant between Me and you and your seed after you in their generations for an
everlasting covenant, to be a G-d to you, and to your seed after you. And I will give to you, and
to your seed after you, the land where you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an
everlasting possession; and I will be their G-d. And G-d said to Abraham, You shall keep my
covenant therefore, you, and your seed after you in their generations. This is My covenant,
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which you shall keep, between Me and you and your seed after you; Every male child among
you shall be circumcised. And you shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a
sign of the covenant between Me and you.” Genesis 18:1-11
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Yosef Dov Ber (Duber) HaLevi
Shmuel ben HaRav Yehudah Leib Mohliver
Eliyahu Chaim Meisel, Chaver Bais Din Lodz

We feel compelled to present several things which, in our humble opinion, we found most
critical in order to prevent the evil from recurring, G-d forbid. It is not a pleasant sight that
presents itself to anyone with a clear vision and a profound love of his people and religion, i.e.
how Hashem’s people are fleeing in every which direction in fear of the pogromists. These are
people who respect Hashem’s Torah, yet when we ask them, “Where are you going?” they reply,
“(We are going from the trap to the pit, may Hashem have mercy upon us,) we are going to
America!” What will you find there? There you will be greeted with hostility by those who
deride the name of Israel! You will also see the fists of those angry with [the people of] Jacob.
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But there is one thing that you will not find there, i.e. religion and spiritual discipline, Torah and
fear of G-d. Instead you will see mounds, mounds of stones of the religion that have already
fallen [from the structure of the Jewish religion]. The reason that the [Gentiles in America] don’t
view Jews in a negative light is because they don’t recognize that the [already assimilated Jews
of America had ever] issued from the same source as that of the Jewish people. ‘Don’t ever
mention the name “Israel”,” one man calls to another, ‘lest we will be shamed.” That is why we
feel compelled to ask of all of those for whom Hashem’s Torah is precious in their eyes, not to
consider going to America. It is far better to eat dried bread in our country, even if it be in a state
of unrest, and to uphold all that is written in our holy Torah, the Written Torah and the Oral
Torah.

But if it is fitting and proper to seek out a refuge for the crushed, tortured, wounded and smitten
of our people, there is but one way, i.e, to go up to our Holy Land. It should not be done,
however, in haste and confusion, but rather with intelligence and planning. To that end, it is most
appropriate that every city form an organization, consisting of at least ten members. Each one of
them should contribute a thousand rubles sterling and with the accumulated tens of thousands of
rubles they should buy land and build houses and prepare implements for plowing, oxen, cows,
and flocks of sheep and goats. In short, they should prepare all that is necessary. It should be
done with the express condition that the property belong to the organization. They should not
entertain the thought that they will immediately take control of the inheritance which they
purchased. This inheritance should be planted for at least a year before they come there, in order
that, when they do come there, they will find the blessings of the fruit of the earth all prepared
and waiting for them. To that end, they should choose one or two people who will travel there on
their behalf and purchase all that is necessary and see to it that the area be planted and harvested
and to prepare all that is needed. It is self evident that the people [who will be members of this
organization] will be men of means and that their contribution of a thousand ruble sterling will
not hamper in any way their business activities which they will still conduct in the interim until
Hashem sends His blessings to them through the land that they will have acquired. Then they
may rise up to Zion in song, or they may decide to have others settle their land and will rent it
out to others on a permanent basis, or they may give it away as a gift, or they may sell it to others
who will pay for it gradually over time. Behold, if Hashem so orders and we are successful in
our endeavors, then [Eretz Yisrael] may then be a place of refuge, if, G-d forbid, another such
catastrophe befalls us. May the merit of our Holy Land protect us that we will no longer
experience any more suffering and the people of Israel may dwell securely. Amen. Sefer
Shmuel, by R. Yehudah Leib Fishman (Maimon)

IV.  Intelligentsia
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The following have no portion in the World to Come: He who maintains that resurrection is not a
Biblical doctrine, the Torah was not Divinely revealed, and an apikoros (one who speaks or acts
disparagingly regarding Torah scholars). R. Akiva added: One who reads extraneous books.
Sanhedrin 90a
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Another Baraiisa taught: “Because he has despised the word of the L-rd, and has broken his
commandment, that soul shall utterly be cut off; his iniquity shall be upon him.” (Numbers
15:31) refers to him who maintains that the Torah is not from Heaven. And even if he asserts that
the whole Torah is from Heaven, excepting a particular verse, which [he maintains] was not
uttered by G-d but by Moses himself, he is included in ‘because he has despised the word of the
L-rd.” And even if he admits that the whole Torah is from Heaven, excepting a single point, a
particular ad majus deduction or a certain gezerah shavah, — he is still included in ‘because he
has despised the word of the L-rd’. It has been taught: R. Meir used to say: He who studies the
Torah but does not teach it is alluded to in ‘he has despised the word of the L-rd’. R. Nassan
said: [it refers to] whoever pays no heed to the Mishnah. R. Nehorai said: Whosoever can engage
in the study of the Torah but fails to do so. Sanhedrin 99a

P 17771310 .’WP’D‘? 70X °712] XT°D 72 7DD MK 501”27 .0°1°1 %D :XIN (3

It was taught in a Braaisa: [Extraneous books] is referring to the works of heretics. Rav Yosef
said: One is also not allowed to read from the word of Ben Sira. Sanhedrin 100b
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R. Akiva added: One who reads extraneous (non-sacred) books. It was taught in a Braaisa:
[Extraneous books] is referring to the works of heretics. The reason is that it will lead the
reader to be attracted to their doctrines and [ultimately] be pulled away [from the Torah]. Rav
Yosef said: One is similarly not allowed to read from the word of Ben Sira. The reason is
because it is frivolous reading material and when one devotes his time to it, he is taking away
time from the study of Torah. Piskei Rid, ibid.
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One who reads extraneous (non-sacred) books- i.e. the works of heretics. This is referring to
the words of Aristotle the Greek and that of his colleagues. Included in this is the reading of the
history of the Gentile kings and romantic novels which do not contain wisdom and have no
benefit and are only a waste of time. Commentary of Rav Ovadiah of Bertinura ibid.
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Ben Bag Bag said: Delve into the Torah and continue to delve into it for everything is contained
therein. Look deeply into it, grow old and gray over it. Don’t stir yourself away from it, for
there is no better portion than it. Avos 5:22
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Don’t stir yourself away from it: You should not say that [ have already studied the wisdom of
Israel and therefore I will go and study the wisdom of the Greeks, for one is only allowed to
study the wisdom of the Greeks while in a bathhouse or a lavatory. When they asked Rabbi
Yehoshua whether one is allowed to teach his son Greek he answered them, “Teach him at a
time which is neither day or night, for it is written (Joshua 1:8), . . . you shall meditate on it (the
Torah) day and night.” Commentary of Rav Ovadiah of Bertinura, ibid.
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Rabbi Eliezer said: Be persevering in the study of Torah and know how to answer a heretic, and
know before Whom you toil, and Who is your employer Who will pay you the reward of your
labor. Avos 2:14
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. . . Although you may learn the opinions held amongst the nations in order to know how to
respond to them, you should be careful that your mind not absorb anything of it. You should
know that as you serve Him, He knows your hidden thoughts. This is what is meant by the
statement, “and know before Whom you toil.” Commentary of Rambam, ibid.
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This is the source upon which we rely to allow the study of these areas of wisdom, so that we can
respond to them saying, “From your own statements it is clear that you don’t have any proofs to
refute the words of the Torah or Prophets.” This is not included in that which [Our Sages] said,
“One who reads extraneous books has no portion in the World to Come.” Rabbi Shimon ben
Tzemach, Magel Avos, Commentary to Avos, ibid.
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Behold, the Rabbonim and Gaonim of Chutz L’ Aretz, who now dwell in Gan Eden, who also did
not agree with the practice of educating the children in foreign languages and secular knowledge,
did not, however, come out against it through the use of [such] a cherem which did not make any
exemptions and was without any time limits. . . . Those students, when they eat the unripened
fruit of general knowledge [without the benefit of rabbinic supervision and guidance, it] turns
into a poison (stumbling block), since the community of rabbonim and the remnant to whom
Hashem has called, have turned away their faces from them and let them be pushed away. For
those students of Torah who had not learned it sufficiently under rabbinic guidance and,
[because of a lack of supervision,] over ate the unripened fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, [its
fruit] turned into a poisonous snake venom that permeated their entire body. As a result, most of
these students became heretics (lit. burned their pot in public). [This, however, is not the way of
the Torah scholars of Ashkenaz (Germany) who have still remained loyal to Hashem and refer to
themselves as the “Orthodox” community, who have jealously guarded Hashem’s Torah and
have given special supervision over the education of their children and have established
guidelines that have enabled them to hold on to the study of a craft and secular studies on one
hand and with the other hand they have stretched out their hand to eat of the Eitz Chaim (the
Tree of Life), i.e eternal life, thus eating both the fruits of the Eitz Chaim and the Eitz HaDaas.
They were successful with both, for a G-d fearing person fulfills both. Sefer Emek Brachah,
HaRav HaGaon Rav Dovid Friedman, Av Bais Din of Karlin
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Our Rabbis taught: Three things deprive a man of his senses and of a knowledge of his Creator,
viz., idolaters, an evil spirit and oppressive poverty. Eiruvin 41b



