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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Who wasBernard of Clairvaux and how did he
protect the Jews during the Second Crusade?

2. How were the teachings of the Baalei Tosefos
disseminated to the Jews of Provence and Spain?

3.  How many scholars from France and England
emigrated to Eretz Yisrael in the year 12117

4. \Who succeeded the Ritzvah after his death?

5.  Which Rabbis defended the Talmud in the year
12407

This and much more will be addressed in the fourth lecture
of this series: "The Baalel Tosefos and the Return to the
Land of Israd".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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THE BAALEI TOSEFOS AND THE RETURN TO THE LAND OF ISRAEL
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

l. The Second Crusade

A. L et this be recorded for later generations to praise and magnify Al-mighty G-d.
For Satan came to Ashdod to pillage Israel and Judah; the enemy traveled in large groups
and camped in Haradah. (See Numbers 33:24) This occurred in the year 4906 (1146),
when our adversaries came and oppressed Israel. For Radulf was wicked and he
treacherously persecuted the Jews. Radulf, the priest of idolatry, arose against the nation
of G-d to destroy, slay, and annihilate them just as wicked Haman had attempted to do.
He set forth from France and traveled across the entire land of Germany - may G-d spare
the Jewish community there, -to seek out and to contaminate the Christians with the
horizontal-vertical sign. He went along barking and was named "barker”, summoning all
in the name of Chr---, to go to Jerusalem to war against Ishmael. Wherever he went, he
spoke evil of the Jews of the land and incited the snake and the dogs against us, saying:
"Avenge the crucified one upon his enemies who stand before you; then go to war
against the Ishmaelites."  Sefer Zechirah

B. Upon hearing this, our hearts melted and our spirit failed us, because of the fury
of the oppressor who intended to destroy us. We cried out to our G-d, saying: "Alas,
L-rd, not even fifty years, the number of years of ajubilee, have passed since our blood
was shed in witness to the Oneness of Y our Revered Name on the day of the great
slaughter. Will You forsake us eternally, O L-rd? Will You extend Y our anger to all
generations? Do not permit this suffering to recur.”

The L-rd heard our outcry, and He turned to us and had mercy upon us. In His great
mercy and grace, He sent a decent priest, one honored and respected by all the clergy in
France, named Abbe Bernard of Clairvaux, to deal with this evil person. Bernard, too,
spoke raucoudly, asistheir manner; and thisiswhat he said to them: "It is good that you
go against the Ishmaelites. But whosoever touches a Jew to take hislife, islike one who
harms Jes-- himself. My disciple Radulf, who has spoken about annihilating the Jews,
has spoken in error, for in the Book of Psalmsit iswritten of them: 'Slay them not, lest
my people forget."

All the Gentiles regarded this priest as one of their saints, and we have not inquired
whether he was receiving payment for speaking on behalf of Israel. When our enemies
heard hiswords, many of them ceased plotting to kill us. We also gave our wealth as
ransom for our lives. TheL-rd, being merciful to us, permitted a remnant to survive on
the earth and enabled us to remain alive. Whatever they asked of us, either silver or gold,
we did not withhold from them. Wereit not for the mercy of our Creator in sending the
aforementioned Abbe and his later epistles, no remnant or vestige would have remained
of Israel. Blessed be the Redeemer and Savior, blessed be His Name! Sefer Zechirah
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C. A Jewish woman named Mistress Mina of Speyer |eft the city, and they seized her
and cut off her ears and the thumbs of her hands; thusdid she suffer for the sanctification
of her Creator. Happy is the people whose lot isthus; happy is the people whose G-d is
the L-rd. Sefer Zechirah

D. After the feast of Tabernacles in the year 4906, they departed from the cities and
made their way to the fortresses. The mgjority of the community of Cologne gave alarge
sum to the bishop of Cologne so that he would give them the fortress of Wolkenburg.
Thiswas the securest refugein Lorraine. They gave the nobleman, keeper of the fort,
many gifts, so that he would leave the fort and hand it over to them alone, and no stranger
or uncircumcised one was allowed to join them. They all pledged their lives and their
homes and wealth in the city of Cologne to the bishop as collateral. . . . From the time the
Gentiles were informed that Wolkenburg had been given to the Jews and that they were
gathering there, they ceased pursuing them, and thusrelief came for al the rest of the
Jews who were fleeing to the castles. . . . [, the young author of this narrative, was
thirteen years old when | dwelled with my kinsmen in the fortress of Wolkenburg. Most
of them were related to my mother, may her soul rest in Eden. The other Jews of all the
king's provinces gathered together and arose in defense of their lives. They saved
themselves and their families by seeking refuge in the fortresses of Gentile
acquaintances. Sefer Zechirah

E. Other Jews, too, were seized and forcibly defiled with the disgusting water. They
escaped, however, and were saved, and that very night they fled and returned to their
L-rd, the Holy One of Israel. A Jewish woman by the name Gutalda, of blessed memory,
was seized at Aschaffenburg, but she refused to be profaned with the bitter, accursed
water. She sanctified the Holy Name and drowned herself in theriver. May G-d
remember her for good. Sefer Zechirah

F. On the twenty-second day of the month of Adar, the evildoers attacked the
community of Wurzburg, for the other communities had already fled to the rocks and
fortresses. The inhabitants of Wurzburg had anticipated living in tranquility, but instead
they endured distress and destruction. The enemy made false accusations in order to
justify their attack upon them. They declared: "We have found a Gentile in the river
whom you slew and threw there. He had thus achieved sainthood and is working
miracles." . .. Asaresult, the errant ones and the poorer segment of the population, those
who derive joy from things of no consequence, arose and smote the Jews. A saintly
person named Rabbi Isaac, son of our Rabbi Eliakim, a modest and humble man,
venerable and pleasant, was slain over his book; and there were twenty-one others with
him. Sefer Zechirah
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G. On the following day, the bishop ordered that all the slaughtered saints be
collected on wagons-al the choice severed limbs, hips and shoulders, thumbs of hands
and feet, sanctified with holy oil, together with everything else that remained of their
bodies and limbs-and buried in his garden. Hezekiah, son of our Master Rabbi Eliakim,
and Mistress Judith, his wife, purchased this Garden of Eden from the bishop and
consecrated it as an eterna burial ground. "May he who is generous be blessed for his
bountifulness, for having given." Sefer Zechirah

H. Also in Ham, about one hundred and fifty people were dlain. May G-d remember
them for good. Sefer Zechirah

l. In Carentan, too, countless people were dain; for they had gathered together in
one courtyard, and the enemy came upon them suddenly. There were two young men,
valiant brothers, who stood in defense of their own lives and those of their brethren.
They slew and wounded their enemies, and the foe could not prevail against them, until
the enemy came upon them from the rear into the courtyard and slew all of them.

Rabbi Peter , the Great Rabbi, disciple of our Master Rabbi Shmuel (Rashbam) and
his brother, our Master Rabbi Yaakov of Rameru (Rabbainu Tam) ,wasdanashe
marched in the funeral procession of a deceased Parnass. Woe to the generation that has

lost so precious a pearl! Sefer Zechirah

J Those who had been forcibly converted in the various communities returned to
the true path in that same year 4907. Blessed be He Who grants strength, for He
provided a priest who guided them to the land of France and other lands, so that they
might return to their Torah and remain in those places until their defilement had worn off
and been forgotten. For this, he took neither silver nor gold. Blessed be He who
performs miracles for all who trust in Him and draw near to Him. Sefer Zechirah

K. On thefifteenth of Av in the year 4907, all the communities had already returned
to their native lands and dwelt in their cities and in their homes as before. The errant
ones had already passed through and were headed toward Topheth and Gehenna. Blessed
be the G-d Who wreaks vengeance, for most of them never returned to their homes, nor
did their communities ever see them again. Some of them died of starvation, some by the
plague or sword, and some from the exhaustion of the seacrossing. Furthermore, the
hand of the L-rd was upon any evildoers who had laid a hand upon aJew. Only asmall
number of the murderers-not even one out of a hundred-ever returned to their homeland.
Sefer Zechirah

. The Baadle Tosfos - From France to Provence and Normandy and Spain

A. Rav Yitzchak ben Avraham - Ritzbah
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| heard directly from my master, HaRav Nasan b. HaRav Meir, that when he first came to
learn Torah before Rabbi Yitzchak b. Rav Avraham, the blower of the shofar blew four
shevarim. Rabbi Yitzchak saidto him ... Ramban's Discour se on Rosh HaShana
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Ramban wrote: | received from my master Rabbainu Y ehudah who received this from his
master Rabbainu Yitzchak bar Avraham (Ritzbah) of France. ~ Orchos Chaim Hilchos
Leil Pesach

B. Rabbis Moshe, Shmuel, and Yitzchok b. R. Shneur, of Evreux, Normandy
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| presented this matter to the Rabbis of France, Rav Moshe b. Rav Shneur and his brother
R. Shmuel [of Evreux], and to Rav Y echiel in Paris, through my relative, HaRav Rabbi
Y onah who studied there. Ramban's Discour se on Rosh HaShanah
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For all things that elude us, the French scholars are our guides and teachers..  Prologue
of Ramban to " Dina D'Garmi"

1. From France to I srad

A. Rabbainu Shimshon
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B. Rabbainu Y osef b. R. Baruch, Ish Yerushalayim
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V. The Y eshivah of Paris

A. Rabbainu Y ehudah Chasid of Paris
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B. Rabbainu Y echiel
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These are the disciples of Ri (Rabbainu Yitzchak of Dampierre) . . . Rabbainu Shimshon
of Sens, aperson of great profundity and Rabbainu Yitzchok [ben Avraham] his brother .
.. After the death of Rabbainu Yitzchak of Dampierre [c. 1200], Rabbainu Yitzchak ben
Avraham reigned and Rabbainu Shimshon, his brother went to Jerusalem [in the year
1211]. Heisburied at the foot of Mount Carmel. He died at aripe old age [in the year c.
1230]. After [the death of] Rabbainu Yitzchak ben Avraham, [in the year c. 1210],
Rabbainu Y ehudah of Parisreigned as well as Rabbainu Shimshon of Sens. . . . Inthe
year 1224, the lion cub [Rabbainu Y ehudah of Paris] died at the age of 58. . . . After
Rabbainu Y ehudah, Rabbainu Y echiel reigned. Responsa of M ahar shal 29
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V. The Disputation

A. Y eshu HaNotzri
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B. Ben Satada
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V1.  TheBurning of the Talmud
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Oh [Torah], that has been consumed by fire, seek the welfare of those who mourn over
you, of those who yearn to dwell in the courtyard of your habitation, of those who gasp
for breath as they liein the dust of the earth, who are pained and are bewildered over the
holocaust of your parchments. They grope in the dark, bereft of light. [Indeed,] they
await daylight that will shine upon them and you. . . . How wasit that [you, Oh Torah]
given by G-d, the Consuming Fire, should be consumed by the fire of mortals, and that
the heathens were not singed by your coals?. . . Moreover, you (Oh Torah,) even decreed
the burning of your laws and statutes which were given by fire. Therefore, fortunate is he
who will requiteyou. . .. Lamentation over the burning of the Talmud in Paris, on
June 17, 1242, composed by Rabbainu Meir of Rothenberg
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THE BAALEI TOSEFOS

Rashi (1040-1105)

Rashi's M ost Famous Disciples
R. Shemayah-R. Simchah of Vitry-Rivan-R. Meir-Rivo

R. Meir's(c. 1060-c. 1130) Most Famous Disciples
Rashbam-Rabbainu Tam-Rivam

Rashbam's (c. 1085-1174) M ost Famous Disciples
Rabbainu Tam-Rav Y osef Poras-Rivo

Rabbainu Tam's (c. 1100-1171) Most Famous Disciples
R. Yitzchok of Dampierre-R. Eliezer of Metz-R. Y osef Bechor Shor
R. Yaakov of Orleans-R. Yitzchok ben Mordechai-R. Yitzchok HalL avan
R. Yitzchok ben Baruch-R. Moshe of Pontoise-R. Peter
R. Moshe ben Shlomo HaK ohen of Germany-R. Chaim Kohen

Rabbainu Yitzchok of Dampierre's(c. 1120-c. 1200) M ost Famous Disciples
R. Moshe ben Shlomo of Germany-R. Shimshon of Sens-R. Yitzchok b. Avraham
R. Baruch bar Yitzchok-R. Yehudah bar Yitzchok of Paris-R. Shimshon of Coucy

R. Yitzchok b. Avraham of Dampierre's(c. 1145-c. 1210) M ost Famous Disciples
R. Noson ben Meir of Trinquetaille-R. Yehudah ben Y akar
R. Moshe and R. Shmuel ben Shneur of Evreux

Rabbainu Yehudah ben Yitzchak of Paris (c. 1166-c. 1224) Most Famous Disciples
R. Yechid ben Yosef of Paris-R. Moshe of Coucy-R. Yitzchok b. Moshe of Vienna

Rabbainu Yechiel ben Yosef of Paris (c. 1190-c. 1268) M ost Famous Disciples
R. Yitzchak ben Y osef of Corbell-R. Peretz ben Yitzchak HaK ohen of Corbell
Rabbainu Meir ben Baruch of Rothenburg




