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Authority as it is most generally understood has reference to the basic social fact that individuals
are differentiated with respect to the possibility of their affecting each other’s conduct. The
religious specialist is said to have sacred authority because he legitimize his authority in terms
of an ultimate value system and because he is able to affect the behavior of others so that it will
be in accordance with this system of ultimate values. There are three aspects of the authority of
religious specialist which should be kept in mind:

1- The manner in which this authority is legitimated - by a claim of a direct communion with the
transcendental order...

2- The type of kind of authority that the religious specialist possesses: Imperative authority
characterized by the possibility of applying organized relatively specific sanctions which include
use of coercion, or Influential authority which by hortatory and exemplary conduct involves the
imposition of unorganized diffuse sanctions.

3- The extent of the authority of the religious specialist -how many individuals act in
accordance with the rules he espouses.
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