BELIEF AND WORSHIP FROM THE :nTIAYI MINX
MoOSHE (RABBEINU) TO MOSHE (BEN MAIMON)

A. Avodah at Har Sinai
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B. The Commandment
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C. Worship in the Moreh Nevuchim

10. Moreh Nevuchim I:35

For just as it behooves to bring up children in the belief, and to proclaim to the multitude, that God,
may He be magnified and honored, is one and that none but He ought to be worshipped, so it behooves
that they should be made to accept on traditional authority the belief that God is not a body... it is not
meet that belief in the corporeality of God or in His being provided with any concomitant of the bodies
should be permitted to establish itself in anyone's mind any more than it is meet that belief should be
established in the nonexistence of the deity, in the association of other gods with Him, or in the worship
of other than He.

11. Moreh Nevuchim I:36

For whenever ignorance and infidelity bear upon a great thing, | mean to say upon someone whose
rank in what exists is well established, they are of greater consequence than if they bear upon someone
who was of a lower rank. By infidelity, | mean belief about a thing that is different from what the thing
really is. By ignorance, | mean ignorance of what it is possible to know. Accordingly the ignorance of
him who does not know the measure of the cone of a cylinder or does not know that the sun is spherical
is not like the ignorance of him who does not know whether a deity exists or whether there is no deity
for the world. Nor is the infidelity of him who thinks that the cone of a cylinder is half a cylinder or that
the sunis a circle like the infidelity of him who thinks that there are more deities that one. ... Now you
know that whoever performs idolatrous worship does not do it on the assumption that there is no deity
except the idol... Rather is it worshipped in respect of its being an image of a thing that is an
intermediary between ourselves and God... in spite of the fact that those infidels believe in the
existence of the deity, their idolatrous worship entails their deserving destruction; for the reason that
their infidelity bears upon a prerogative reserved to God alone, may He be exalted - | mean the
prerogative of being worshipped and magnified - just as Scripture says: And ye shall serve the Lord,
and so on...What then should be the state of him whose infidelity bears upon His essence, may He be
exalted, and consists in believing Him to be different from what He really is? | mean to say that he does
not believe that He exists; or believes that there are two gods, or that He is a body, or that He is subject
to affections; or again that he ascribes to God some deficiency or other. Such a man is indubitably more
blameworthy than a worshipper of idols who regards the latter as intermediaries or as having the power
to do good or ill...

12. Moreh Nevuchim III:51

This chapter that we bring now does not include additional matter over and above what is comprised
in the other chapters of this Treatise. It is only a kind of a conclusion, at the same time explaining the
worship as practiced by one who has apprehended the true realities peculiar only to Him after he has
obtained an apprehension of what He is; and it also guides him toward achieving this worship, which is
the end of man... Let us now return to the subject of this chapter, which is to confirm men in the
intention to set their thought to work on God alone after they have achieved knowledge of Him, as we
have explained. This is the worship peculiar to those who have apprehended the true realities; the more
they think of Him and of being with Him, the more their worship increases.

... If, however, you have apprehended God and His acts in accordance with what is required by the
intellect, you should afterwards engage in totally devoting yourself to Him, endeavor to come closer to
Him, and strengthen the bond between you and Him - that is, the intellect. Thus it says: Unto thee it
was shown, that thou mightest know that the Lord, and so on; and it says: Know this day, and lay it to
thy heart, and so on; and it says: Know ye that the Lord He is God. The Torah has made it clear that this
last worship to which we have drawn attention in this chapter can only be engaged in after
apprehension has been achieved; it says: To love the Lord your God, and to serve Him with all your heart
and with all you soul. Now we have made it clear several times that love is proportionate to
apprehension. After love comes this worship to which attention has also been drawn by [the Sages],
may their memory be blessed, who said: This is the worship in the heart. In my opinion it consists in
setting thought to work on the first intelligible and in devoting oneself exclusively to this as far as this
is within one's capacity... Thusitis clear that after apprehension, total devotion to Him should be aimed
at.
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